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Challenges and Opportunities

• Changes over time
• Artifact that is an activity area
• Safety
• Access and accessibility



Participants

• Technical committee
• Focus groups
• Community workshop
• Open house
• Surveys, news media
• Over 750 known participants



• Entertainment District
• Music, plays, arts, shows
• Restaurants and retail shopping-outdoor

cafes and vendors, art sales, crafts fairs
• Street performers, food vendors
• Activities and events that DRAW people

• Public Space for ALL people
• Events that embrace families and couples
• Safe place for youth, kids and elderly
• Variety of restaurant target groups
• Attract baseball crowd, after-church crowd
• Provide additional and more suitable

lighting

• Accessible for all modes of
transport

• Add and widen sidewalks and crosswalks
• Add bike racks and bike paths
• Create network through downtown

connecting destinations for pedestrians and
bicyclists

Workshop Themes
• Allow cars but encourage parking off-site

through wayfinding signage, shuttles,
trolley.

• Celebrate Springfield History
• Historical interpretive signage
• Activities supporting local arts
• Local Music
• Refurbished historic architecture
• Connection to Route 66

• Vibrant Park
• Add more color
• Add more flowers and blooming plants
• Install more public art including temporary

art
• Provide water feature for sound and visual

interest

• Residential District
• Enhance emerging neighborhood
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Recommended Construction Budget

$2,978,748

$856,044$40,764$815,280Spokes

$852,952$40,617$812,335Outer Square

$400,000$19,048$380,952Pavilion

$869,752$41,417$828,335Inner Square
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Our Next Steps
Present Design to Stakeholders
Develop Design Details
Develop Construction Documents
Bid in Early Summer
City Staff, Council Accept Bid
Start Construction by 8/1





Qualities of Great Public Spaces
• Traffic, Transit & the Pedestrian

• The Inner Square & the Outer Square

• Attractions & Destinations

• Identity & Image

• Flexibility in Design

• Amenities

• Management: Central to the Solution

• Seasonal Strategy

• Diverse Funding Sources

• Reach out like an Octopus



The Inner Square & the Outer Square
• Active edge uses /

building bases
• Gateways and

entrances
• Focal points





Attractions & Destinations

• Curiosity, choices

• Clustered activity around
destinations

• Triangulation
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Flexible Design

• Overlapping and
changing uses

• Forum for experiments
• Ability to grow and

change over time



Reach out like an Octopus

• Becoming a
district

• Many destinations
• Many things to do
• Good transitions

between
neighborhoods



Survey Summary






